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The role of Music in Children Education

Music is a vital aspect of every culture, given the numerous roles it plays in the growth and development of society. Primarily, music is present in various social activities, where it serves as a source of entertainment. Additionally, music has also been used as a tool for education, where many musicians convey their messages in their songs. The educative potential of music can also be expanded into the school setting. Studies have shown that parents that create a music-rich environment for their children do not only provide them with entertainment, but also essential life skills. This essay aims to illustrate the significance of music in the teaching of young children. Due to its ability to promote the development of essential life skills in children, music is an essential part of the K-12 education system, and it should be incorporated into the students’ curriculum. 

To begin with, music helps children to broaden their vocabulary and speak more clearly, which is essential for promoting the understanding of knowledge. Essentially, musicians are artists, and, therefore, they use various literary tools in their songs (Črnčec, Wilson and Prior 11). For instance, some songs contain idiomatic expressions, proverbial phrases, and other literary elements that contribute to the building of language. Moreover, there are many different genres of songs, and they cover a wide variety of topics (Črnčec, Wilson and Prior 13). While singing, children are able to practice the sounds and tones of various words, which improve their speech. Thus, when children listen to these different types of music, they acquire vocabulary and expressions that help them to develop their language skills. 

Exposure to music from the early stages of development helps children to build their social and emotional skills. In a school setting, the development of effective interpersonal skills is necessary since one cannot survive entirely on their own. Therefore, by helping children to strengthen their emotional and social skills, music is essential for promoting effective social interactions. According to Črnčec, Wilson, and Prior, intelligence is equally crucial as logical and psychological aptitude (p. 23). The reason for this importance is that music can reinforce the relationships between the body and brain, in order to enhance their cooperation (Črnčec, Wilson and Prior 16). Thus, for children to improve their social prowess, they should be exposed to music as much as possible. 

Music is usually associated with dancing, which helps children to practice their motor skills. As the saying goes “work without play makes Jack a dull boy.” Therefore, physical exercise is just as important to learning as studying. While dancing and singing, students are able to relieve their stress, which is necessary for boosting concentration (Črnčec, Wilson and Prior 14). Soothing music is particularly helpful in enabling children to relax and be ready to concentrate in the classroom. At the same time, participating in dancing and singing helps children to develop a sense of teamwork. Essentially, most of the musical education programs require students to perform in groups, such as bands or orchestra. In these teams, the children learn how to work in partnership with others and build comradeship. 

Music also improves the ability of children to memorize and understand knowledge. Necessarily, for one to be able to sing, they have to learn the lyrics of a song. By practicing the skill of memorizing regularly, students improve their cognitive ability ("Beyond The Bubbles | Improving Cognition"). The cognitive structures that are enhanced through the learning of music help to build student’s ability to organize their knowledge, which can be applied to the learning of other disciplines. The skill of memorization is useful in learning, as well as other areas of life, and, thus, it should be emphasized. 

Music also helps children to learn about their culture and identify themselves with it. In fact, music has been cited as the foundation of culture in any society. On the same note, the growth and development of a nation are heavily influenced by the peoples’ sense of nationality, which has a lot to do with their cultural identity (Boswell 44). In essence, music helps children to express their civilization and cultural identity. Thus, in order to propagate culture, children should be exposed to music as much as possible. 

Music enhances the capacity of children to make effective decisions. Through the vital skills that they acquire from involvement with music, they develop their ability to reason and make effective choices ("Beyond The Bubbles | Decision Making"). Through the creative and reflective learning processes, young people acquire more ability to evaluate and influence their own lives ("Beyond The Bubbles | Decision Making"). Therefore, music helps learners to develop into well-rounded persons.

To sum it up, music education is necessary for the development of children to ensure they are skilled in many aspects of life.  By sharpening memory, promoting creativity, boosting decision-making ability, building interpersonal relationships, enhancing the intellectual and emotional development of every child, music plays a vital role in producing well-rounded learners. Since educational reforms must begin from the roots, it is essential to include music education in children’s’ curriculum, so that they grow up appreciating its importance. Legislators, school administrators, and parents should advocate for this diversification of the teaching curriculum, given the critical role it plays in the development of young people.
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